
                June 30, 2019

This is a big year for our church. It’s also a big year for me and my family. It marks seven years 
since we moved from Carpinteria, CA to birth Reality Church Boston (RCB). A move that has 
shaped and developed me, Nina and our girls in ways indescribable. The growth and favor RCB 
has found in Boston sometimes feels supernatural, and in a sneaky way, Boston became part of 
us. It has become home. And yet, as a friend recently shared, “something doesn’t have to be bad 
to be over.” Life often consists of the coming and going of seasons, and in this next year, it is our 
joy to help cultivate and prepare the soil for the season of my transition away from being Lead 
Pastor of RCB.

Beginning July 2019, we as a church are entering into a Year of Transition. We’re thrilled to add 
two pastoral hires this summer. Austin Baten will join as Assistant Pastor in Residence, and Rashad 
Clemons will join as Lead Pastor In Process. The ‘Process’ Rashad is entering into has been clearly 
outlined and demarcated. For the next 12 months, our Elders and I will be walking RCB and 
Rashad through �ve phases of transition to prepare him and the church for his role as the next 
Lead Pastor of RCB.

I share this with mixed emotions. On the one hand, I feel sad. Sometimes I want to ignore the 
pain we’ll feel over the next year as we prepare to step away from a community we helped create 
in a signi�cant way—a community that has become truly beautiful. I know it’ll be important to 
feel all the feels of loss over this next year. We are so loved by our church community that we 
wonder if we’ll ever experience this level of care and connection again. 

On the other hand, I feel extremely lucky; lucky to model healthy transition in a city of transience. 
Transitions are often times fraught with scandal and emergency; I’m thankful that this is not that. 
I’m thankful for the freedom we have in Christ and in life to make choices. And, In light of that 
freedom, Nina and I are choosing to prepare for our next adventure together, as the armor we 
once wore, doesn’t seem to �t as it did before. 

I also feel grateful to be able to help lead through the transition for a full year; to incrementally 
transfer in�uence to the next Lead Pastor. Grateful that the next Lead Pastor is my good friend. 
Grateful to continue to have a voice in the developing vision of RCB. Grateful that Nina and I can 
continue to serve with the people we love as much as anyone in the world, for a full year! Grateful 
to keep preaching and leading as I have been for the next several months before stepping back 
slowly.

This decision has been long in the making. We’ve processed this decision with trusted advisors for 
over a year now, nothing was done or decided in haste or without much prayer and counsel. And 
while we’re not entirely sure what the next trapeze bar will be, we’re clear that it’s time to start 
letting go of this one to free up our hands for the next. We truly believe it will be a time of growth 
for the church we deeply love and for the future of our family. 

Sincerely, 

Al Abdulla
Founding Pastor
Reality Church Boston


