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Children’s Ministry | Seek. Prepare. Respond.


Why Does Behavior Matter? 
There are many benefits to a calm, engaged environment (classroom, worship group, 
craft session): good climate for learning, fewer distractions, enjoyable for kids and 
teachers alike, and feels safe to new or shy kids.


Make a perspective shift: 

• Instead of thinking of the classroom as a group of kids with you as their leader, 
think of the group as a community that you all participate in and share 
relationships in.


Seek 
Our first move when getting ready for Sunday school is to seek God’s will for the time 
you’ll spend with the kids.


“Ministry is not so much asking Christ to join us in our ministry as we offer him to 
others; ministry is participating with Christ in His ongoing ministry as he offers 
himself to others through us.” Ministry in the Image of God by Stephen Seamands


Prepare 
The key to having a positive Sunday class experience (for the kids and for you) is to 
have a plan.


• Front-load the Behavior Expectations

• Set the tone from the beginning! Remind the kids of the type of behavior you are 

expecting, and why those behaviors are expected.

• Encourage participation - lead by example!

• The bible lesson, classroom setup, and delivery are all areas needing preparation.


Respond 

• Wait until you have everyone’s attention before speaking! Speaking over them will 
let them know that you are okay with them chatting in the background.


WHEN THERE IS A PROBLEM 

• Stop! Remember...you are joining Christ in HIS ministry. This is not your ministry 
nor is this behavioral issue something to be conquered! Remind kids of the 
expectations you set up in the beginning (you front-loaded, right?). It’s okay to say 
something more than once.
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Keep Them Close


• As you talk, stay close to them. Don’t have to talk directly to them. Sometimes 
just being in proximity helps.


Let Them Help 

• Giving them some type of task helps them to focus. It’s not that we are rewarding 
their bad behavior, it’s that we are keeping them close to us as well as giving them 
an opportunity to do something right. Plus, kids like being helpers! Can be used 
proactively or reactively.


Take a Break 

• Sometimes kids who are really having difficulty need to take a break away from 
the setting. Do this in love. This doesn’t have to be ‘punishment.' It can simply be 
taking a break. Before they reenter the group talk with them (not to them) about 
what kind of behavior is appropriate for the context they are currently in.


Pray With Kids 

• When you pull a child aside to ‘talk’ to them, use that as an opportunity to pray 
for/with them. You can seek God right on the spot for the specific issues as well 
as model to the child where you go when you are having a hard time.


• Keep in contact with your service coordinators—We’re here to help you! 
Please do not discuss behavior issues with parents. Let us handle that.


• ALWAYS remember that your room and the presence you provide HAS to be 
marked by love and grace above all else. 


• The time they spend with you will have an influence on their idea of who Christ is, 
and their identity in Him. Think about this before you do any discipline.


