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Patterns



In your relationships with one another, have the same
mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be used
to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing

by taking the very nature of a servant, being made In
human likeness.



And being found In appearance as a man, he humbled
himself by becoming obedient to death— even death on
a Cross!

Philippians 2:5-8



Cruciformity is when our life takes the shape of Christ’s
Cross.



“Although [x] Not [y] but [z]"



“although [status| not [selfishness] but [selflessness]"



You have to give to receive. You have to surrender to
something outside yourself to gain the strength within
yourself. You have to conquer your desires to get what
you crave. Success leads to the greatest failure, which is
pride. Failure leads to the greatest success, which is
humility and learning. In order to fulfill yourself you have to
forget yourself. In order to find yourselt you have to lose
yourself. That inverse logic is the moral logic. There is no
other.

David Brooks, Lecture: “How to be Religious in the Public
Square”



e Obey
e [rust
e Surrender



Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—
not only in my presence, but now much more In my
absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear

and trembling

Philippians 2:12



Phil 2:7-8

Rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature
of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being
found In appearance as a man, he humbled himself by

becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross!



Through continuous, sustained, strenuous effort, bring
about your salvation...Produce your salvation.”

Peter Thomas O'Brien, The Epistle to the Philippians: A
Commentary on the Greek Text



It is impossible to tone down the force with which Paul
here points to our conscious activity in sanctification. The
thought should give us pause: our salvation, which we
confess to be God’s from beginning to end, is here
described as something that we must bring about.

Moisés Silva, Philippians Baker Exegetical Commentary



for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to
fulfill his good purpose.

Philippians 2:13



Being confident of this, that he who began a good work
iNn you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ
Jesus.

Philippians 1:6



Above all, trust in the slow work of God. We are quite
naturally impatient in everything to reach the end without
delay. We should like to skip the intermediate stages. We
are impatient of being on the way to something unknown,
something new. And yet it is the law of all progress that it

IS made by passing through some stages of instability —
and that it may take a very long time.



And so | think it is with you; your ideas mature gradually —
let them grow, let them shape themselves, without undue
haste. Don’t try to force them on, as though you could be
today what time (that is to say, grace and circumstances
acting on your own good will) will make of you tomorrow.
Only God could say what this new spirit gradually forming
within you will be. Give Our Lord the benefit of believing
that his hand is leading you, and accept the anxiety of
feeling yourself in suspense and incomplete.

—Plierre Teilhard de Chardin



Do everything without grumbling or arguing, so that you
may become blameless and pure, “children of God
without fault in a warped and crooked generation.” Then

you will shine among them like stars in the sky as you
hold firmly to the word of life.

Philippians 14-16



‘Do you know how Simon Tugwell described
Franciscanism? He called it ‘the radically unprotected life,’
a life that’s cruciform in shape,” he said, opening his arms
to mimic the posture of Jesus on the cross. “lt's to live
dangerously open, revealing all that we genuinely are, and
recelving all the pain and sorrow the world will give back
in return. It's to be real because we know the Real.
Maybe living the unprotected life is what it means to be a
Christian?”

Chasing Francis: A Pilgrim’s Tale.



